
My name is Matt Mullenweg. And half a lifetime ago, I started blogging, 
changed my life. At 19, I cofounded WordPress.org, which is an open source 

community of developers and volunteers, and at 21, I founded 
WordPress.com to bring blogging to everyone. The company is called 
Automattic, people working from 77 different countries doing our best to 

make tools to create the next generation of the web. We know from history 
that challenging times bring great success stories driven by 
resilience, innovation and most often, individual people leading 

the way, finding their voice and growing their audience. 
 
Tesla board shared that the DOW Jones companies were started in recession 

or downturn, two-thirds. We’re in an age where everyone has their own 
Gutenberg printing press, and the most successful media, bloggers and 
podcasters use WordPress, and you can, too. For just a few dollars a month. 

 
So far, we have about 37% of the top websites in the 
world using WordPress. Which is more than 10 times bigger than 

the number two in the market. When you choose WordPress, you’re 
joining a community, but you’re also joining a movement of 
people who are creating the very future of the web. These next 

few days, you’ll have a chance to learn from and interact with 
some of the most inspiring users of WordPress. 
 

You’ll hear from individuals who have found their own 
voice and grown audiences, publishers who are redefining the 
newsroom and sustaining new business models. And people who have 

started businesses and made money by offering classes, promoting 
their services, selling products and more. 
 

You’ll have a chance to work directly with our amazing support team, people 
we call happiness engineers because that’s their job to help engineer your 
happiness, help demos, sharing their expertise and hosting happiness bars. 

They’re out so you can get your questions answered live. 
 
We invite you to customize your own agenda, watching as many sessions as 

you can live and check out the rest on demand. We know you’re busy. There 
will be three tracks, blogging, business and creative with more than 75 
speakers across all of them. More than ever, this world needs more 

connection. Like driving a car, practicing an instrument or dance or play new 
sport, WordPress is something that requires a bit of work to 
learn in the beginning, but once you do, it’s like a superpower 

to have fun, impress friends and turn your imagination into 
reality. 
 



On behalf of myself, and thousands of people who have 
helped build WordPress brick by brick, line of code by line of 

code, starting this journey. Hope you have a great conference 
and see you on the other side. Byebye. 


